spot in the eye; now, however, vision has fallen to 16. The tension is but little raised. Some iris is adherent to the back of the cornea. Beneath the cornea there is a translucent cyst, about 41 mm. wide, which appears to be embedded in the iris. The cyst has recently somewhat encroached on the pupil and probably accounts for the reduction in vision.
Mr. TREACHER COLLINS: I agree with Mr. Roxburgh in thinking that this is an implantation cyst, and it is very important that it should be removed, as it will, otherwise, almost certainly go on growing, eventually filling the anterior chamber and producing increased tension. I have removed an implantation cyst of the iris in one case without any recurrence. If Mr. Roxburgh attempts removal in this case, it will be well for him to remove a piece of the iris, behind the cyst, as well as the cyst itself, because if he leaves any of the epithelial lining, it is almost sure to extend, either forming a fresh cyst or spreading round the anterior chamber.
A Luminous Type for Estimating the Light Sense in Night Blindness.
By FRANK MOXON, -M.B.
DURING the last three and a half years I have made a particular study of night blindness occurring among the troops. I wish here to draw attention to a special type that I have had made to assist in forming an estimiiate of the degree of dark adaptation in the hope that it may be found of use, imore particularly to those, who, like myself, are engaged in Army ophthalmic work and therefore require a handy test. It is a development of a rough test, which is frequently used-namely, that with the so-called wrist-watch with luminous figures. The figures on these watches are however too small and arranged in a too wellknown manner for accurate results to be obtained.
The following type overcomes the difficulties: It consists of a single row of five letters, each letter corresponding in size to those of the .12
line of the ordinary test type; these are painted with the best radium paint on a black background ; each letter is slightly sunken so as to avoid lateral diffusion of the light, with consequent running together of the letters; the whole is covered with glass and mounted in a frame measuring approximately 8 in. by 2 in. The normal-sighted individual is. able to read these letters in a completely darkened room, after Paton: Neuro-retinitis after Chicken-pox allowing a period of twenty minutes to elapse for dark adaptation, at an average distance of 4 ft., while the light from the letters can be seen as a streak of light at a distance of over 60 ft. Although I do not claim that this is a particularly accurate test, yet it can be made use of if employed with discretion and skill, and is as accurate and certainly more easily controlled than, for example, Forster's photometer or the luminous wrist-watch. Perimetry in a darkened room should, of course, always be employed in these cases, and Bjerrum's test types sometimes may be found helpful. The luminous type, as described, is made by Messrs. John Weiss and Son, Ltd.
Mr. MAYOU: I have asked Dr. Lynham, of the Radium Institute, about the material from which these types are made. He has handed me a paper by Patterson and Higginson in the Physical Society's Transactions, in which it is said the paint is usually made of radium bromide with zinc sulphide. The radium bromide particles bombard the zinc sulphide, and so produce luminosity. When the paint is freshly made, the luminosity is at its greatest, and it diminishes rapidly for the first six weeks and more slowly afterwards, and at the end of a year its luminosity is about half what it was at the beginning. These types cannot, therefore, be used as a standard for comparison with other types, because the luminosity varies with the amount of radium used, with the quality of the zinc sulphide, and with the size and thickness of the lettering. If the letters are very thick, the image is blurred, if very fine they cannot be seen. These experiments have been worked out because the paint is very much used for compasses, &c. The luminosity is tested against a screen with a light behind it of standard power and a green glass. It seems probable that the most satisfactory scientific test would be to use a screen with a light behind of similar character, not by means of lumiinous paint, although the latter may be very useful as a rough test to be used in the field.
Neuro-retinitis after Chicken-pox. By LESLIE PATON, F.R.C.S. R. J., MALE, aged 14. Patient and two brothers had varicella in December. The attack was a very severe one. The temperature rose to 1030 F., and there was some headache. On the third day of the illness he found that the left eye was blind and sight has remained very defective in that eye since. He came to St. Mary's Hospital on April 9.
